TROUBLED   WATERS

until a letter was brought in from some Seiyid referring to the necessity
of settling the matter, and by a peculiar coincidence using practically the
same expressions as I had been using, telling both parties to forget their
grievances, and entertain good will. I pounced on this and at last we were
off the Husn.

Having got the Sultan to agree to this necessity for mutual good will,
I said that I thought that the root of the trouble, as far as the Fadhlis were
concerned, was the Nazi'a water.

"Yes," said he, "it irrigates all my fields and my tribesmen's/1

"Well then," I said, "if it could be arranged that the Fadhlis get their
proper allowance of water at the right rime and that die Yafa'is get paid
at the right time, and in accordance with custom, die Husn Halima question
could be considered dead and no one would mind its being demolished."

I was rubbing in the need for a proper settlement of the Nazi'a question
when Salih walked in and butted into the conversation by holding forth
about Husn Halima again,* So back we went to the beginning. But
father had no desire to talk with Salih there, so he retired to the pantry
and I changed the conversation and began telling Salih that I hoped lie was
a good boy and helped his father, until he got tired and left. Father then
returned and we set to work again.

"Now we're agreed about die proper setdement of the Nazi'a question,"
I said, "I ca# tell you that we think die Husn ought to come down as it is
a-perpetual source of offence to the side diat has not got it. But, when it
does you'll have to take steps to keep the Ahl Haidera Mansur and the Ahl
Fuleis in order, as it isn't reasonable to expect the Lower Yafa'is to leave
themselves open to their incessant raiding."

"We can swap consuls," he replied with an expressive flip of his
fingers, "and they will have to tell the Sultan in whose country they live
when a raid takes place by his men, so that he can punish them at
once."

"Well, there's no harm in that," I said, "but die real remedy lies in
your tightening up your control over these two misbegotten tribes and
not allowing them to raid.

"You ought to think more of the wrongs the Fadhlis have done to the
Lower Yafa'is and what you can do to make up for them, and then a setde-
ment would be closer* It's absurd to find two senior chiefs squabbling
like a couple of beduin, and ridiculous to suppose that two men of your
influence and status could not settle dieir differences and walk into Latej